
Public Notice 
PERMIT APPLICATION: NRS #07.091 

 
APPLICANT:  TDOT    
    505 Deaderick Street 

  Suite 900 James K Polk Bldg. 
  Nashville, TN 37243-0339 

    (615) 253-2477 
 

 Site Lat. 35.0862°N, 85.0681°W 
LOCATION:  I-75 from 1.1 miles South of US-11 to 1.2 miles north of US-11 

Hamilton County 
 
WATERSHED DESCRIPTION: This project is located in the Tennessee River 
Watershed, HUC 06020001, and will be impacting Wolftever Creek, Rodgers Branch, 
and tributaries to each. Land use surrounding the project areas is urban along the first half 
of the project leading to more suburban at the distal end of the project. Five streams and 1 
wetland are to be impacted by the project. Wolftever Creek, Rodgers Branch and 
tributaries to each have been assessed as fully supporting their designated uses. USGS 
TOPO QUAD: Ooltewah, TN (112-SE) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: This application is for an aquatic resource alteration 
permit associated with the widening of a 2.608-mile segment of I-75 at the US 11 
interchange, including road work on Old Lee Highway, Hunter Road, and Mountain 
View Road and associated sewer, gas, water, and electric lines removal and reinstallation. 

Proposed impacts to Stream 1, an unnamed tributary to Wolftever Creek, Station 514+00 
Rt to Station 524+40 Lt are a 799ft rip rap lined stream relocation, removal/ construction 
and extension of box culverts, the creation of 5 storm water outfalls, relocations of sewer, 
water, gas, and electric lines. This stream currently flows on soil and gravel substrate, is 
approx. 4ft wide with forested riparian buffer on the south side of I-75 and north of Old 
Lee Highway. Existing on this stream are three culverts, one 43 ft on Old Lee Highway, 
one 240 ft under I-75 and one 60ft under Hunter Rd on the north side of I-75. The 
existing sewer on the south side of I-75 crosses this stream twice and parallels the 
segment to be relocated. The existing water line being removed parallels both sides of 
Old Lee Highway. Stream 1 is crossed 4 times with the existing water line. These utilities 
would be removed.  New water and sewer lines are to be moved south of the proposed 
relocated channel eliminating the utility crossings of the relocated stream 1 on the south 
side of I-75. The existing utility lines within 10ft of the existing stream channel are not to 
removed until the proposed stream channel has been constructed and flow is redirected.  

On the south side of I-75, the relocation would begin north of Old Lee Highway; continue 
south of the Old Lee Highway in a vacant lot before flowing north under Old Lee 
highway and I-75. The channel is to be trapezoidal rip rap lined with a 3ft deep low flow 
notch creating a 4ft stream bottom width with 2ft artificial flood plain leading to a 2:1 
sloped bank, top of bank width approximately 25ft. Willow stakes are to be planted in the 
rip rap at the waters edge and trees are proposed on the south side of the relocated 
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channel planted 3ft from top of bank on 6 to 8ft centers. The culvert under Lee Highway 
would be removed with the realignment of this road. The stream relocation includes a 
transition to the proposed 103ft single barrel 8ft by 5ft box culvert to be located 
approximately 50ft upstream from its current location. The box culverts under I-75 and 
Hunter Road would be connected by the addition of 165ft of box culvert. Total post 
construction encapsulation would be 508ft. North of I-75, water, sewer, gas, and electric 
lines are to be relocated. A 25 ft, 15-inch diameter ductile iron sewer line is to be 
installed under the proposed culvert between Hunter Road and the relocated stream 
channel. The existing water, gas, and electric lines between I-75 and Hunter Road are 
being removed. The replacement water and gas lines are to parallel each other north of 
Hunter Road and the stream relocation at Station 523Lt crossing stream 1. The electric 
line is to be replaced in the same general location between Hunter Road and I-75.Five 
storm water outfalls are proposed to stream 1.Three of these outfalls are concrete pipes 
proposed into the wall of the box culvert under I-75 the other two are constructed ditches 
disturbing upto 10ft of stream bank each. The northern most storm water outfall would 
intersect the relocated channel at the right angle of the relocated channel. Proposed as 
mitigation for the 268ft of encapsulation is payment of $53,600 to the Tennessee Stream 
Mitigation Program (TSMP). Proposed mitigation for the 799ft of rip rapped lined 
channel is payment of $119,800 the TSMP. Total proposed payment to TSMP is 
$173,400 for impacts to stream 1. 

Proposed for Stream 5, unnamed tributary to Wolftever Creek, Station 13+00 Lt to 
Station 14+50 Lt is relocation into a storm water conveyance. Stream 5 is spring fed 
flowing approximately 225ft to Wolftever Creek with wooded canopy at its headwaters. 
The channel is approximately 4ft wide with gravel and cobble substrate with shallow 
banks. Proposed is the relocation of 160ft of this stream into a 154ft trapezoidal storm 
water conveyance with 5ft bottom width and approximately 15ft top of bank width.  A 
natural substrate is to be used. One row of willow stakes is to be planted at the waters 
edge.  Trees are to be planted 3ft from the top of bank on 6 to 8ft centers. Six feet of 
stream would be lost with the relocation. Proposed is payment of $1,200 to the TSMP as 
mitigation for the 6ft loss of resource value.  100ft of riprap is to be placed in the storm 
water conveyance from Stations 11+75 to Stations 12+75 to dissipate the storm flow 
velocity. There will be no impacts to this stream from the electric or sewer lines. 
However, the gas and water lines are proposed to cross stream 5 at Mountain View Road, 
station 13Lt. 

Proposed impacts to stream 2, Wolftever Creek, Station 532+40, include the removal and 
construction of three bridges. Bridge 1 on I-75 is to be removed and replaced with a 4 
span bridge 320ft x 288ft with two piers in the water.  Bridge 2 on Hunter Road and 
approaches are to be removed to 1ft below natural ground. Portions of this disturbed area 
will be included in the width of bridge 1.  The new bridge over Hunter Road, a 4 span 
400ft by 50ft concrete bridge with no piers in the water, is to be built approximately 100ft 
downstream of the existing bridge. Bridge 3 on Old Lee Highway is to be removed and 
replaced with a 320ft x 37ft with two piers in the water.  Due to their proximity, the 
riprap placed around the abutments of bridge 1 will connect to that of bridge 3. Wolftever 
Creek is approximately 50ft wide flowing on soil and gravel substrate.  The only riparian 
canopy existing in the project area for this stream is a wooded area on the proposed new 
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alignment of Hunter Road. There is to be no impacts to Wolftever Creek by the sewer 
line relocation.  The existing waterlines north and south of the I-75 bridge are to be 
removed.  The southern water line is to parallel the existing sewer line. The northern 
water line crossing will moved north near the right of way boundary. The existing electric 
and gas lines are north of and adjacent to I-75. The relocated gas line would parallel the 
water line near the northern ROW boundary. 

Proposed for wetland 1, Mountain View Rd, Station 20+70 Lt., are 0.01acres of 
temporary impacts from the installation of the waterline.  Prior to the excavation, the 
topsoil is to be removed and stockpiled. Less than 50 cubic yards is to be excavated with 
clay caps at each end of the trench to prevent draining the wetland.  Post construction the 
wetland area is to be returned to pre construction elevations, the topsoil redistributed, and 
wetland vegetation planted. There is to be no other impacts to this wetland from this 
project and no sod is to be used in restoring the wetland. 

Proposed for stream 3, Rodgers Branch, Station 588+77.87, is a 64ft extension of the 
exiting box culvert, an 11ft paved outlet, plus 40ft of rip rap at the outlet.  28ft of the 
extension is to be on the inlet and 36ft on the outlet. The existing channel in this location 
is approximately 4ft wide with sand and gravel substrate and forested canopy.  The 
proposed transition channel would be 10ft wide with 2:1 side slopes. Additionally, 4 
storm water outfalls are proposed, two paved conveyances entering at the outlet onto the 
paved substrate and riprap on each the left and right banks, and two 24-inch concrete 
pipes on each the left and right banks under I-75.There are to be no impacts to this stream 
from utility work. Proposed as mitigation for the loss of resource value is payment of 
$46,000 to the TSMP for the 230ft of encapsulation.   

Proposed for stream 4, unnamed tributary to Rodgers Branch, Station 600+88.26, is a 
37ft extension of the existing 170ft box culvert; 25ft on the inlet and 12ft on the outlet.  
Seven feet of stream is proposed to be paved at the outlet of the box culvert plus 35ft of 
riprap is proposed at the outlet. Stream 4 flows on soil and gravel substrate, is 
approximately 7ft wide with forested canopy.  The transition channel width is to be 10ft 
wide with 2:1 side slopes. Additionally, 3 storm water outfalls are proposed; two, V 
shaped sod ditches on each the left and right banks at the inlet to the box culvert and on 
18 inch diameter concrete pipe under I-75 in the right bank. For the installation of V sod 
ditches, 10ft of bank disturbance is proposed. There is to be no impacts to this stream 
from utility work. Proposed as mitigation for the 214ft encapsulation and paving of 
stream channel is $42,800 to the TSMP. 

In total for the project, $263,400 is proposed to the TSMP. 

In accordance with the Tennessee Antidegradation Statement (Rule 1200-4-3-.06), the 
division has determined that the proposed widening of I-75 will result in degradation to 
water quality to each stream being impacted by this project. Tier evaluations were 
conducted showing each stream to be Tier I. 

The applicant requested a public hearing. The public hearing notice is running 
concurrently with this notice. The hearing is to be held at 2:00pm Eastern Friday, August 
31, 2007 in the auditorium at the Chattanooga Environmental Field Office. 
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PERMIT COORDINATOR: Judy Manners 
 
No decision has been made whether to issue or deny this permit. The purpose of this 
notice is to inform interested parties of this permit application and to ask for comments 
and information necessary to determine possible impacts to water quality. Persons 
wishing to comment on the proposal are invited to submit written comments to the 
department. Written comments must be received within thirty days of the date that this 
notice is posted. Comments will become part of the record and will be considered in the 
final decision. The applicant’s name and permit number should be referenced. 
Interested persons may also request in writing that the department hold a public hearing 
on this application. The request must be filed within the comment period, indicate the 
interest of the person requesting it, the reasons that the hearing is warranted, and the 
water quality issues being raised. When there is sufficient public interest in water quality 
issues, the department will hold a public hearing. 
The permit application, supporting documentation including detailed plans and maps, and 
related comments are available at the department’s address for review and/or copying. 
The department’s address is: 

Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation 
Division of Water Pollution Control, Natural Resources Section 

7th Floor L & C Annex 
401 Church Street 

Nashville, TN  37243 
In deciding whether to issue or deny a permit, the department will consider all comments 
on record and the requirements of applicable federal and state laws. 
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