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big g press Tree State Natural Area

is nameg for the national champion bald cypress tree
that once lived on the park. The tree was the largest
bald cypress inthe U.5.A. and the Iargest tree o%any
species east of the Mississipg River. The tree’s diame-

ter was 15 feet and its circumberence was 40 feet. The
tree lived to be 1,350 Years old before |ightnir'| struck
and killed the tree in 1978. The |ig}1tning knoc%ec] the
top out of the tree and the tree smoldered for two
weeks.

The tree began its life about the time of the fall of the
Roman Em];)ire and was a!readg 850 years old when
Columbus discovered America. The tree is no |onger
Present due to natural degcneration, A goa| of the
Par"k is to create a r'ePFica of the old cypress tree and
erect it in the Picnic. area where visitors can seejust
how |arge the tree was.

Visitors to the 27-acre Bi L’LE; ress Tree State Park will
find a clean and PeaceFu%ParE where theg can relax
and en'ogf nature. Having a picnic. in the picnic shelter
isa popular activity. A variety of |:J|ar1t lite ranging,
from native wild flowers to native trees may be seen
here. Examp|es are showrtj evening, Primrose, Black-
eyed Susans, 9&!10w poplar, bald cypress, and dog—
wood. Wildlife seen at Big Cypress includes ]3|uebirc]s,
c[oves, hawks, owls_. deer, squirre[s, butterﬂies, bats_.
and many others. Durirsgthe rall Festival, held each
fall durir@ the month of September, visitors may see u
close several birds of prey including a bald eagle.

Camping

Campmg is not allowed at this park with the excep’cion
of Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups who have sPec.ia|
Permission to camp, conduct scouting events, and do
scout Proje.:.ts,

Hiking
Ore tree identification trail .3 miles iong is available. 1t

is Pavecl,easy wa[king, and handicappecl accessible.

Picnic Pavilions and Pla ounds
One Picnic shelter with five tables, two g_ri”s_. e!ec_trici—
ty, water, and restrooms is available. No charge for
use. Ma{:; be reserved for Eargc groups b{j ca ing the
ark office, otherwise it’s first-come first-serve. Six
ather Picnic tables on concrete Pads with gri”s are
available. One Plalj structure for young (]O and
under) children is available. Also, a ball field for soft-
ball and any other activity rcquiringan open area is
available. i

Planned Programs

Prograrns are av‘ﬁab[e on request from the Parlc’s man-
ager. During the Fall Festival in Scptember, several
Park programs are scheduled inc!uclir'lg birds of prey,
5t0r3tc“ing, and P!ant or tree identification.

Nearby Attractions
@ Davij Crockett’s last home [ace,
Rutherford, TN, 9 miles

o Humboldt Strawbe.rrg Festival/Historical Museum,
Humboldt, TN 27 miles

other Nearbg State Parks
® Reelfoot Lake State Park, TiPtom'J'”e,. 50 miles

Annual Events
® West Tennessee Strawbern) Festival,
Humboldt —Ma_::j

® Tennessee ,So\t:}bean Festival,
Martin, TN, September

@ E)igc_ajprcss Tree Fall Festival,
3rd weekend in .Scl:;tembcr

® Greenfield Fire Prevention Festival — October

e rall Folklore Jamborec‘ Milan — October
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